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President’s Report

Post-Convention / Pre-
Election Season Message
We want to share some Post Conven-
tion thoughts with you all and then 
move on to the critical upcoming Pri-
mary election season.  

First, we offer our sincerest congratu-
lations to the delegates, alternates, ob-
servers and guests who gave of their 
time to make the CONVENTION 2012 
AND 50TH ANNIVERSARY EVENT 
one of our best ever. Your good work 
during the many educational sessions 
was exceptional.  In addition, as the 
Chair of Sunday’s Business Session, I 
felt we worked our way through some 
complex Bylaw amendments and elec-
tions issues very well.  With the help of 
Corporate Counsel Bruce Stanton, we 
worked and laughed our way through 
the complicated process and success-
fully completed it.  Through the pro-
cess, there were no signifi cant contro-
versies and this was due largely to the 
quality and caliber of the many good 
delegates and offi cers.  Thank you all 
for this! 

There are so many members, offi cers, 
staff and guest presenters to thank that 
we simply do not have room to name 
them all.  However, we must recognize 
the great effort by the twelve-member 

Convention Committee.  They started 
the planning process over a year ago 
and worked diligently through the 
event.  A special thanks to our Legis-
lative Advocate, Brian Augusta who 
became a central driving force behind 
the planning, along with Bruce Stan-
ton and Michel Perri.  The other ac-
tive committee members, and you 
know who you are, you have our deep-
est thanks, as well.  And behind the 
scenes, Mary Ann Coleman and Ka-
tie Coleman were busy preparing the 
packets, name tags, awards and much 
more.  My special thanks to Mary Ann 
for her personal assistance to me during 
the event.  I received many comments 
from others about her rapid resolution 
of glitches during the event.

We certainly want to recognize the new 
Board of Directors that will provide 
guidance and leadership for the next 
few years.  Mary Jo Baretich (Hun-
tington Beach) was elected to a 4-year 
term as Zone C Vice President and will 
serve the Zone well.  Tom Lockhart 
(San Pedro) returns to the offi ce of State 
Secretary, replacing Mary Hahn who 
served us well for the last two years. 
Donna Banks (Hemet) was appointed 
to the new Vice President At-Large 
position where she will serve us well.  
Jean Crowder (Clovis) replaces Bob 
Ogle as State Treasurer.  Jean’s current 
bookkeeping and accounting experi-
ences are a much-needed addition to 
the Board of Directors.  In summary, 
we should be very proud of the quality 
and caliber of our new leadership and 
that GSMOL has these excellent volun-
teers who have stepped-up to offer their 
services.  Thank you, all. 

We were very pleased to introduce our 
new Garden Grove Offi ce Manager, 
Laurie Gerberding, (Long Beach) 
during the convention.  She is the suc-
cessful candidate resulting from a pro-
fessional recruiting, testing and inter-
view process.  We are so pleased that 
Laurie is with us!

And as we met old friends and made 
new ones, we said goodbye to two long 
standing GSMOL leaders as we re-
membered the passing of Lloyd Logan 
(Citrus Heights) and Jim Gullion (So-
nora) in February 2012.  Both rose to 
the position of Zone Vice President and 
served well into their 80’s.   

In the last President’s Message, we 
mentioned the excitement that was 
building as the 50th Anniversary Con-
vention approached. The quality of the 
educational workshops, the group pre-
sentations and the Awards Banquet jus-
tifi ed the excitement and this will con-
tinue through the remainder of our 50th 
year and beyond...
   
Now that the 2012 election year is upon 
us, we must be mindful of the good 
work of the GSMOL Political Action 
Committee (PAC).  Ron Faas (Santa 
Maria), chairs the eight-member com-
mittee which received Primary elec-
tion candidate recommendations from 
active GSMOL members within their 
legislative districts.  With the able as-
sistance of Legislative Advocate Brian 
Augusta and Field Organizer Evan 
Hawkins, they diligently vetted those 
recommended and reduced them to 
twelve candidates for the State Primary 
legislative election. The slate of candi-
dates is described in detail elsewhere in 
this issue; please take the time to read 
it and consider them seriously. Just re-
member that in the 2010 election, nine 
of the eleven GSMOL supported candi-
dates were elected to offi ce.

Finally, we see 2012 as a double-
whammy year for GSMOL.  We fully 
intend to go out of the year in a much 
stronger position than we started.  With 
the momentum carried forth from the 
50th Anniversary Convention, a new 
and expanded Board of Directors, bold 
and new effective use of our fi nancial 
resources, effective home offi ce su-
pervision and another successful state 
election to look forward to, I would ask 
– how can we not succeed!  
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Capitol Report
By Brian Augusta
GSMOL Legislative Advocate

With the arrival of spring, the Capitol has been in full swing 
these past two months.  Hundreds of bills have been pre-
sented in committee in preparation for the June 1 deadline 
to pass bills out of their fi rst house.  Among them have been 
several key manufactured-housing related bills. Here’s a 
run down:

GSMOL Supports:

AB 1938 (Williams): Protecting Homeowners from Un-
fair Leases.
This GSMOL-sponsored bill would help protect low and 
moderate income homeowners in manufactured housing 
communities from unfair or deceptive lease provisions.  
The bill has passed both the Assembly Housing Committee 
and Judiciary Committee, and now heads to the fl oor. After 
taking amendments to respond to opposition, the bill does 
two things: ensures that homeowners’ existing right to void 
a long-term lease within the fi rst 72 hours is enforceable; 
and prohibits pass-throughs to residents of any judgment 
against the park-owner for violation of the Mobilehome 
Parks Act.  

AB 2150 (Atkins): Summary of Homeowner Rights - 
AB 2150 is sponsored by GSMOL to help provide home-
owners with a simple summary of how the MRL protects 
them as homeowners.  It would require a one-page summa-
ry of some key rights and responsibilities for homeowners 
to be distributed periodically to new and current residents. 
As of press time, the bill is pending in Assembly Housing 
Committee, awaiting its fi rst hearing. Send letters of sup-
port to the author, and check our hot-line for up-to-date in-
formation; or sign up to get our email alerts (send an email 
to evan@housingadvocates.org  to be added to the list).

AB 1797 (Torres): Getting More Money into Homeown-
ers Hands for Park Improvements—This GSMOL-spon-
sored bill would add some additional reforms to make the 
Mobilehome Park Resident Ownership Program (MPROP) 

more useful to homeowners.  MPROP is funded through 
a fee on certain homeowners. The program was originally 
designed to aid park residents in purchasing their parks and 
converting to resident ownership. However, the program is 
underutilized, leaving money unspent. The bill would al-
low for technical assistance to homeowners interested in 
pursing a purchase of their park, and improve some of the 
terms of the loan to make the purchases more feasible. The 
bill passed Assembly Housing Committee and is headed to 
the Appropriations Committee.

GSMOL is Neutral:

AB 2272 (Wagner): Injunctions - Would make a small 
change to existing, but seldom used, law that allows a park 
owner to pursue an injunction rather than an eviction in 
certain cases where a homeowner is violating park rules. 
An injunction may be less severe than eviction, since a 
homeowner will remain in their home.  GSMOL is neutral 
on the bill after the author agreed to a 3-year sunset on the 
measure, allowing advocates to assess how the law is used. 

GSMOL Opposes:

SB 1173 (Wyland): Pass-throughs - This bill would al-
low a park owner to pass-through the cost of certain local 
property tax assessments.  The bill would pre-empt local 
rent control provisions governing such pass-throughs, al-
lowing the cost to be passed through to each homeowner 
on a pro-rata basis.  GSMOL and other groups are opposing 
the measure.  It is currently pending in Senate Judiciary. 

AB 317 (Calderon):  Rent control - AB 317 would change 
existing law to require that a home on a rent-controlled 
space be a person’s “sole” residence. It would also modify 
several important exceptions in the laws that preserve rent 
control protections for homeowners who are not currently 
occupying the home. GSMOL remains opposed to the bill, 
which will be heard, if at all, in Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee sometime in June.  Calls and letters are still needed to 
your Senator, expressing concern about the bill.
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HCD and Lot Lines Enforcement
By Ron Javor
(Ronald Javor is the former Assistant Dep-
uty Director for HCD’s Division of Codes 
and Standards, and is a former HCD 
Chief Counsel who provides assistance 
regarding mobilehome park matters. He 
is an Associate Member of GSMOL)

In the last issue of The Californian, I said 
that misunderstandings about HCD’s 
role in mobilehome parks often can be 
remedied by asking whether the com-
plaint or problem is a “physical health 
and safety issue” or a “civil legal issue” 
involving lease rights. HCD handles 
only the health and safety issues. How-
ever, sometimes the problem is both. 
One area that has an overlap between 
health and safety and management-res-
ident civil law relations involves the lo-
cation or movement of lot lines.  

Correct lot lines and set-backs ensure 
adjoining lots have adequate separations 
between homes and other structures for 
fi re safety and cleanliness. Their proper 
placement also ensures that a home-
owner does not have structures covering 
more than 75% of the lot space, for ad-
equate light and ventilation.  However, 
a homeowner or other park resident also 
relies on the lot line agreement with 
the park to ensure that the space being 
rented allows for all expected benefi ts, 
such as room for a garage, workshop, or 
raised patio or for site gardens.  The fail-
ure to properly mark or properly change 
a lot line can have a variety of civil and 
safety impacts.  

The rules governing lot lines (and cor-
ners) are fairly simple:
   • Since 1949, lot lines had to be “clearly 
and distinctly marked”, and on Septem-
ber 15, 1961, “permanently” was added.
  • Before July 11, 1979, lot lines could 
be moved without any government ap-
provals (but still had to be clearly and 
permanently marked).
  • Beginning July 11, 1979, no lot line 
changes could occur without approvals 
from local government planning agen-
cies and occupants whose lots lines 
would be affected.
  • Since July, 2005, approvals are re-
quired from both affected residents and 
the Mobilehome Parks Act enforcement 
agency (such as HCD), rather than the 
local planning agency, and new state 

rules prescribe the process and forms for 
moving lot lines.

HCD’s role in enforcing lot lines also is 
fairly straightforward.  
  • During full-park “maintenance in-
spections”, which the Legislature re-
quires for only 5% of all parks each 
year, inspectors will check for clear and 
permanent lot lines.  There is no inspec-
tion to be sure they are in the right place, 
but errors in marking or clearly incorrect 
lot lines (creating fi re hazards) may re-
sult in lot line violation notices to park 
management.  
   • For the installation of a new home, 
HCD’s offi ce makes sure that the lot line 
diagram submitted as part of the instal-
lation permit meets all the requirements 
(separations from other structures, set-
backs from lot lines, and 75% or less lot 
coverage); during the on-site inspection, 
the inspector ensures that the installation 
is consistent with the diagram.  If the lot 
lines (and structures) are not consistent 
with the diagram, the inspector stops the 
inspection until they are consistent.  
    • A resident complaint about a fi re haz-
ard or other health and safety problem 
arising from existing lot lines and sepa-
rations may result in a lot line violation 
notice to park management.

Who decides where the lot line should 
be in any of these situations?  Not HCD.  
If the lot line is wrong, it is a health and 
safety issue, and HCD can cite it as such.  
But HCD has no ability to determine 
where the correct lines should be. This 
is a civil issue between park residents 
and management, because the lease or 
rental agreement identifi es the space for 
the home, and HCD does not interpret 
leases. If management has “taken” space 
from a homeowner, or has not provided 
the area it committed to in a rental agree-
ment, that is a contractual and/or MRL 
issue.

Some common means for management 
and residents to ascertain correct lot 
lines exist. The most common is to iden-
tify “historical” lot lines, either by fi nd-
ing old corner markers such as pins or 
sawcuts in the street or on the site, by 
measuring from original driveways or 
fences, by looking at gardens and other 
improvements and re-measuring (as-
suming the original measurements for 

each lot were consistent), or by measur-
ing around the oldest homes in the park. 
Sometimes, the park offi ce or the local 
planning department has the original 
plans for the park (HCD does not keep 
old construction plans).  If enough new 
homes have been installed, HCD’s fi les 
will include a number of individual plot 
plans for those installations which, to-
gether, may help create the full picture 
like parts of a jigsaw puzzle.  

There are two ways to “correct” a lot 
line violation or dispute. One is for man-
agement to place the lot lines back in 
their original (historic) positions.  If the 
affected residents do not agree, and the 
“corrected” lot lines do not create health 
and safety violations, this is a civil mat-
ter between residents and management. 
The other is to get an HCD permit and 
use the lot line “change” process in Title 
25 California Code of Regulations Sec-
tion 1105 (park regulations are on-line 
at http://www.hcd.ca.gov/codes/mp/
mpRegs.html). 
This requires a permit application from 
management, various forms, and signed 
approvals by homeowners whose lots 
are impacted. The enforcement agency 
approves the fi nal changes to ensure that 
there are no health and safety violations, 
and that no structure ends up being in 
violation of any setback or separation 
standards.

A complaint that a lot line has been 
changed without following proper pro-
cedures, or that lot line markings have 
created fi re or other hazards can be made 
through the Mobilehome Park Ombuds-
man by calling 1-800-952-5275 or (916) 
323-9801, or fi ling a complaint on-line 
at the Ombudsman website, http://www.
hcd.ca.gov/codes/ol/ombpg-menu.html.   

The “bottom line” for HCD is that there 
are no health and safety violations, and 
that the lot lines are marked clearly.  No 
new manufactured home or accessory 
structure can be installed on a lot where 
the lot lines are unclear or in dispute. 
Residents also can enforce their rights 
to the lot they believe they should have 
through the MRL, or through local rent 
boards or mediation boards if they be-
lieve that they are paying rent not com-
mensurate with the lot they believed 
they contracted for. 
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 ZONE A-1 REPORT
By Roger McConnell,                      
Zone A-1 Vice President

A LOSE-LOSE SITUATION? 
HCA Management has fi led a lawsuit in 
Federal Court over the City of Calistoga’s 
rent control ordinance. They want it de-
clared illegal – a common charge these 
days, brought by park landowners against 
the rent control laws of cities all over the 
State of California. HCA has also chal-
lenged the City of Calistoga over their 
spurned request for a $200 increase in 
monthly rents for the residents of Ran-
cho de Calistoga MHP, because they did 
not receive everything they wanted. After 
the case spent nine months in Arbitra-
tion, HCA ended up with “only” a $60 
per month increase from the Arbitration 
Judge. The increase was made retroactive, 
but that was not enough for HCA Man-
agement. Their response to this perceived 
injustice was to fi le a lawsuit in Napa 
County Superior Court. They are not a 
small company; according to HCA’s web-
site, they operate thirteen MHPs in Ari-
zona, California, Oregon and Washington. 

The residents of Rancho de Calistoga have 
spent anywhere from $18,000 to $20,000 
in legal fees in the process of fi ghting 
against this rent increase. They feel they 
are the ones who lost when the arbitrator 
awarded the landowner a $60 per month 
increase. That’s still a lot of money when 
you are of limited means. Imagine how 
devastating the $200 increase would have 
been! If you live in an HCA park, please 
be very alert for the fi rst signs; they are 
very money-hungry. After all, how much 
is a 50’x 75’ piece of dirt worth per month? 
That’s all we rent, right? Plus some utility 
hookups and basic infrastructure.

The right of cities and counties to have 
rent control has been taken all the way 
to the U.S. Supreme Court by park land-
owners over and over again, with the de-
cision handed down by the judges, over 
and over again - yes, the cities can have 
rent control. No, it is not illegal. Last year 
an eleven-judge en banc panel of the U.S. 
9th Circuit Court of Appeals ruled that the 
City of Goleta has a legal rent control ordi-
nance. When the park landowner appealed 
this decision, the U.S. Supreme Court de-
clined to review the appeal. This action 

represents a victory for residents and cit-
ies alike, because it means other cities can 
continue to use the 9th Circuit’s ruling to 
defend their rent control ordinances. Yet 
the park landowners keep coming back, 
suing cities over and over again, hoping 
the cities will give in when they run out of 
funds to defend themselves. Just who do 
these very rich landowners think they are, 
that they are entitled to bankrupt a city 
just to get out of rent control?

ZONE B-1 REPORT
By Ron Faas,  Northern Santa Barba-
ra County Manufactured Homeown-
ers Team

Santa Barbara County adopts 
fair mobile-home rules
 
On March 13, the Santa Barbara County 
Board of Supervisors voted 5-0 to adopt 
the Mobilehome Park Closure Conversion 
Ordinance, with all revisions to the Plan-
ning Commission’s recommended draft 
requested by manufactured-home owners.
The major changes requested by home-
owners and declared legally acceptable 
by County Counsel replace the word 
“may” with “shall.” The detrimental use 
of “may” would have seriously weakened 
the draft ordinance by allowing the county 
to waive conditions of approval that re-
quire the applicant to pay relocation costs 
— including in-place market value — or 
provide a relocation plan, including a re-
location counselor, without requiring an 
exemption request to prove hardship.
Under State code, park owners requesting 
closure must only fi le a Closure Impact 
Report (CIR) that shall address the avail-
ability of adequate replacement hous-
ing in mobile-home parks and relocation 
costs. Fortunately, State code also allows 
a local jurisdiction to adopt an ordinance 
that requires park owners to mitigate ad-
verse impacts, but mitigation cannot ex-
ceed “the reasonable costs of relocation.”
To close a park under the County’s or-
dinance, the park owner shall apply for 
a conditional-use permit, submit a CIR, 
and provide assistance to pay relocation 
costs, including in-place market value for 
homes that cannot be moved, and provide 
a relocation plan, including a relocation 
counselor.
The CIR shall include the number of mo-
bile homes displaced, impacted house-

hold characteristics, vacant spaces within 
25 miles, comparable housing within 25 
miles, estimated relocation costs, and a 
list of professional resources.
Relocation assistance required by the 
County varies by type of resident, includ-
ing whether the home can be moved to a 
new location. If the home can be moved, 
relocation costs shall include the cost 
of moving the home, up to 30 nights of 
housing expenses, and space rental differ-
ential for 12 months. If the home cannot 
be moved, relocation costs shall include 
purchase of the home at in-place market 
value and space rental differential for 12 
months.

Contrary to park-owner representatives’ 
assertions that owners will not be able to 
close a park unless they are billionaires, 
the County may grant full or partial ex-
emption from relocation assistance re-
quirements if relocation assistance elimi-
nates reasonable economic use of the 
property, or closure is part of bankruptcy.
To be considered for exemption, the ap-
plicant shall submit fi nancial informa-
tion, including the fi nancial history of 
the mobile-home park, its condition and 
the condition of amenities and improve-
ments, the cost of any necessary repairs, 
improvements or rehabilitation of the 
park, the estimated costs of relocation, the 
fair-market value of the property for any 
proposed alternative use, the fair-market 
value of the property for continued use as 
a mobile-home park, and any other perti-
nent evidence requested.
The section allowing exemption from 
relocation assistance requirements pro-
vides the fl exibility desired by the Plan-
ning Commission to deal with each clo-
sure application on a case-by-case  basis. 
This exemption section protects the park 
owner and has allowed model ordinances 
to function without court challenges.
The fact that fi ve parks closed in Sunny-
vale between 1991 and 2007 under a 
similar ordinance adopted in 1987 refutes 
claims by park-owner representatives that 
this ordinance will make it nearly impos-
sible for park owners to close their parks 
for any reason.
By protecting the property rights of home-
owners and park owners, the County’s or-
dinance is fair to all stakeholders.
 

Continued on Page 7

ZONE REGIONAL REPORT
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Continued from Page 6

ZONE C REPORT 
By Mary Jo Baretich
Zone C Vice President
On March 9, 2012, the Huntington By The 
Sea Mobile Estates HOA/GSMOL Chap-
ter 0261 in Huntington Beach invited our 
speaking group to give our PowerPoint 
slideshow presentation on the GSMOL 
Mission, Purpose, Goals, Achievements, 
Voter Education and Legislative Action. 
We each spoke to a section of the slide-
show. Speakers for the evening were:  Evan 
Hawkins, Community Organizer; Mary 
Jo Baretich, Zone C Vice President; Tim 
Geddes, Region 5 Associate Manager; and 
Raymond Downing, Region 5 Co-Region 
Manager.  Also in attendance, as a guest, 
was James Scott of La Verne, Region Man-
ager for Region 3.

On March 14, 2012, Windward Village 
in Long Beach reactivated their GSMOL 
Chapter 1222.  The new Chapter offi cers 
are: President, Pat Dennistoun; Vice Presi-
dent, Janet Johnson; Secretary, Tina Warne; 
and Treasurer, Ron Zent. The Chapter was 
reactivated by Mary Jo Baretich, Zone C 
Vice President.  Other GSMOL offi cers 
participating in the reactivation were: Nan-
cy Agostini of Huntington Beach, Region 5 
Associate Manager; and Raymond Down-
ing of Anaheim, Region 5 Co-Region 
Manager.
On March 15, 2012, former State Senator 
Joe Dunn held a fundraiser at his home in 
Santa Ana for Julio Perez, candidate for the 
69th Assembly District.  GSMOL represen-
tatives in attendance were: Jim Burr, State 
President; Mary Jo Baretich, Zone C Vice 
President; Nancy Agostini, Region 5 As-
sociate Manager; Raymond Downing Re-
gion 5 Co-Region Manager; and Tim Ged-
des, Region 5 Associate Manager. Senator 
Dunn is a former Chairman of the State 
Senate Select Committee on Manufactured 
Homes and Communities, and has always 
been an advocate for manufactured-home 
owners in California. He is now support-
ing Julio Perez for the Assembly. Julio has 
strong support in his District and has an 
excellent chance of winning in the Primary 
Election on June 5th.

On March 16, 2012, State Senator Lou 
Correa, the Chairman of the Senate Select 
Committee on Manufactured Homes and 
Communities, hosted an Orange County 

Mobilehome Conference at the Rancho 
Santiago College District Building in San-
ta Ana. A panel of mobilehome residency 
law experts and code enforcement offi cials 
discussed mobile home issues, and an-
swered questions relating to park inspec-
tions, health and safety codes, fair housing, 
senior housing and many more issues. Pan-
elist were: Karen Roper of Orange Coun-
ty Community Services; Bruce Stanton, 
GSMOL Corporate Counsel; Lou Correa, 
Senate Committee Chairman; Dick Bes-
sire of Bessire and Casenhiser Law Firm;  
Henry Heater of Endeman, Lincoln, Turek 
& Heater Law Firm; and Sal Poidomani of 
HCD Codes and Standards.

On April 26, the Carson Harbor Village 
Home Owners Association hosted a meet-
ing to raise money to hire Will Constan-
tine as their attorney to do a fi nal battle 
against their park owner’s Subdivision 
effort, thereby saving their rent control. It 
was so inspiring to see the enthusiasm and 
willingness to fi ght for their rights. They 
pulled together to work for the benefi t of 
all their park’s residents. GSMOL offered 
to loan them $2000 towards the retainer for 
Will Constantine, and that, coupled with 
the overwhelming
outpouring of monetary support that night, 
means that they will reach their goal faster 
than anticipated. GSMOL President Jim 
Burr received many favorable comments 
on the evening events and on the support 
of our GSMOL team: Jim Burr, Donna 
Banks, Mary Jo Baretich, and James Scott.  
Their HOA Vice President called us their 
“Angels.”

We were able to sign up an additional 11 
GSMOL members from Carson Harbor 
Village that night, and one member from 
Colony Cove Mobile Estates. Besides 
those that signed up that night, more people 
said they will be mailing in their checks or 
joining on the website. Carson Harbor Vil-
lage plans to reactivate their chapter within 
the next two weeks.  

ZONE D REPORT  
By Karen Bisignano 
Region 7 Associate Manager
The ongoing saga of Meadowbrook MHP, 
a Sam Zell owned park in Santee, has 
been concluded for the HOA, but not for 
the City. ELS (Equity Life Styles and for-
merly MHC Mobilehome Communities) 
has been in lawsuits against the City of 

Santee for over 13 years, since 1999.  In 
connection to an approximately $900 one 
time “back rent” levy on all residents, the 
HOA of Meadowbrook also fi led against 
ELS to recoup that illegal money claim 
after the City came to a stipulated agree-
ment for ELS to repay the residents that 
money, with interest, approximately 1.6 
million dollars.  The HOA lawsuit is fi -
nally settled after the money was repaid 
to residents.  ELS attacked again asking 
the court to award them attorney fees of 
more than $1,100,000 against the HOA 
and named plaintiffs. This time the HOA 
mediated and agreed not to sue ELS again 
in return for ELS dropping the demand 
for attorney fees.  The story isn’t over yet.  
Instead, ELS has fi led two more lawsuits 
against the City of Santee, one in Fed-
eral Court and one in State Court on the 
grounds of unconstitutional taking of their 
rights.  After more than 1.2 million dol-
lars the City has spent defending their or-
dinance, we know that this tactic is trying 
to bankrupt the City by litigation. We are 
supporting the City in this ongoing battle.

Another park, McManus Valley View Es-
tates, just lost a court case brought by a 
resident because the management had re-
peatedly denied the resident’s use of the 
clubhouse, and the park was fi ned accord-
ing.  The park’s 23 page Rules and Regu-
lations are a litany of absurd fi ats such as: 
residents and guests are prohibited from 
engaging in disrespectful or uncivil lan-
guage or behavior with management, they 
cannot call or stop by the offi ce outside 
posted hours, or speak to the manager 
when the manager is working outside the 
offi ce.  Recently the manager, who is the 
daughter of the owner, came out of her of-
fi ce and confronted the local HCD inspec-
tor with a verbal tirade for parking in the 
street.  He was there because the lot grad-
ing for several spaces is greatly deterio-
rated, causing dirt to fall in on the spaces.  
The park has demanded that homeowners 
repair the retaining walls made of boards 
supporting the embankments.  HCD has 
ordered the park to replace these retaining 
walls and keep water from fl owing under 
the homes or any structures. Park manage-
ment was informed by HCD during the 
inspection that these repairs are NOT the 
resident’s responsibility since the man-
ager has in the past demanded that home-
owners not only repair the grading but pay 
for it as well.  Hopefully that won’t hap-
pen ever again.

ZONE/REGIONAL REPORT



By Evan Hawkins, GSMOL Community Organizer

The following is paid for by the GSMOL PAC
The GSMOL Political Action Committee (PAC) has spent the past 
few months determining which candidates would be advocates for 
manufactured home owners in the legislature. By identifying and 
vetting candidates, the GSMOL-PAC engaged in a process of en-
dorsing candidates who would be friends of manufactured home 
owners in the legislature. The GSMOL-PAC committee, which is 
made up of GSMOL members representing different areas of the 
state, voted to make endorsements in 12 races during the Primary 
election cycle. These endorsements are listed in this issue of the 
CALIFORNIAN. 

GSMOL strongly encourages you to vote for these candidates if 
you live in their districts. By supporting the candidates who sup-
port us, GSMOL will be in a much better position to pass laws that 
will protect manufactured home owners and also oppose bills the 
park owners sponsor. The GSMOL-PAC is a crucial part of our or-
ganization’s legislative and political agenda, and it cannot be suc-
cessful without the support of members like yourself. If you would 
like to make a contribution or get more involved with the PAC or 
GSMOL’s endorsed candidates, please contact me at evan@hous-
ingadvocates.org or 916-572-9035. 
Endorsements for the June 5th Primary Election

Zone A:
Region 11: Reginald Bronner-D, Assembly District 6 (Roseville, Rocklin)
Region 14: Ken Cooley-D, Assembly District 8 (Sacramento, Rancho 
Cordova)

Zone A-1:
Region 1: Sally Lieber-D, Senate District 13 (San Mateo, Mountain View)
Region 2: Michael Allen-D, Assembly District 10 (San Rafael, Petaluma)

Zone B: 
No Endorsements 

Zone B-1:
Region 8: Hannah-Beth Jackson-D, Senate District 19 (Ventura, Santa 
Maria, Oxnard and Santa Barbara)
Das Williams-D, Assembly District 37 (Ventura, Santa Barbara)
Region 10: Bill Monning-D, Senate District 17 (Santa Cruz, San Luis 
Obispo)
Mark Stone-D, Assembly District 29 (Santa Cruz, Monterey)

Zone C:
Region 3: Betsy Butler-D, Assembly District 50 (Malibu, Santa   Monica)
Region 5: Julio Perez-D, Assembly District 69 (Anaheim, Santa Ana)

Zone D: 
Region 9: Mark Orozco-D, Assembly District 42 (Hemet, Palm Springs)
Stan Skipworth-R, Assembly District 60 (Riverside, Corona)
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GSMOL Candidate 
Endorsements

 for June 5 Primary

Oceanside’s Proposition E to be Decided June 5th
By Tim Sheahan,  Zone D Vice President

Voters in the City of Oceanside, CA will determine the fate of 
manufactured home community residents on June 5th.  On that 
day, the last of the ballots will be cast on whether to allow MH 
park owners to raise lot rents as high as they want when homes 
are sold.  The so-called MH “Vacancy Decontrol” ordinance 
identifi ed as Proposition E doesn’t stop there—it would also re-
move rent protections for purchasers of homes, thereby phasing 
out rent protections entirely. 

The consequences of vacancy decontrol are numerous and 
we’ve seen in cities like Escondido that decontrol has created 
huge rent disparities from one community to another and led to 
some park owners capturing all, or virtually all, of the homes 
and renting the homes instead of reselling them.  This causes 
an “apartmentization” of MH communities, greatly altering the 
spirit of pride and community due to the loss of home owner-
ship.  We’ve also seen MH lot rents soar to levels surpassing 
apartment rents when park owners take full advantage of their 
captive customers.  In the case of De Anza Santa Cruz, some 
lot rents for home buyers would be as high as $5,000/month, if 
someone were willing to pay such exorbitant rent!

It was this time last year when manufactured home owners of 
Oceanside inspired homeowners throughout the state by collect-
ing over 15,000 signatures in opposition to a City Council action 
to immediately adopt vacancy decontrol and the phase-out of 
rent protections.  The resulting referendum is being voted on by 
all voters in Oceanside on June 5th.

The outcome of the vote in Oceanside could also set the stage 
in other jurisdictions where former City Councils have adopted 
rent protections, but in which those ordinances could be abol-
ished at any time by current or future City Councils.  This cre-
ates ongoing anxiety for MH owners in those jurisdictions, as 
opposed to areas where ordinances were voted in by the people 
and could only be abolished by another vote of the people.  MH 
communities are the quintessential example of the 99% vs the 
1%, and we are hopeful the voters of Oceanside have the wis-
dom and compassion to support their 99% living in manufac-
tured home communities by voting NO ON PROP. E!

“Oceanside homeowners hit the streets to defeat vacancy decontrol”
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By Tim Geddes 
GSMOL Associate Manager,  Zone C Region 5

As a high school social sciences teach-
er, I always have told my students that 
the way to make history or government 
relevant to their lives was to involve 
themselves in the decision-making pro-
cess.  It’s not enough to learn or possess 
knowledge. It’s what you do with it that 
counts.  The single best way for high 
school graduates to participate in the 
decision-making process is to vote.  

     Whether a newly minted graduate 
or a senior citizen, all voters need to be-
come educated about the candidates and 
issues they are asked to decide upon.  
Voters need to understand what is at 
stake both locally and throughout the 
State.  This applies especially to resi-
dents living in manufactured housing in 
California.  The 2012 elections could be 
the most important ever for many manu-
factured housing homeowners.  Local 
decisions involving subdivision strate-
gies, rent stabilization measures, mobile 
home park conversion ordinances, space 

rent spiking, infrastructure issues, and a 
host of other concerns  are being debated 
in many communities, and sympathetic 
City Council majorities will be a must 
in determining the quality of life and the 
residential property rights that mobile 
home residents will enjoy in the future.

     There are several lessons to be 
learned in becoming educated as a vot-
er.  The fi rst lesson is to know the can-
didates.  Know what their positions are 
on mobile home issues and who their 
supporters are.  Know where their cam-
paign contributions are coming from.   
The second lesson for mobile home 
residents this election year is to become 
single issue voters.  No other issues and 
concerns matter if opposing candidates 
who would destroy mobile home com-
munity quality of life are able to divide 
and conquer mobile home residents on 
partisan or philosophical lines, or use 
other wedge issues to distract them from 
mobile home positions.  Only in solidar-
ity will mobile home residents represent 
themselves effectively and contribute to 
the solidarity other constituent groups 
add to sympathetic candidate cam-
paigns.  The third lesson is to be active 
in support for sympathetic candidates 
by talking to neighbors, friends, co-

workers, relatives or anyone registered 
to vote in your city.  If you can make 
contributions, that would be great, but, 
more often in not, it will become a mat-
ter of dedication over dollars in making 
a difference for sympathetic candidates.  
The fourth lesson is to actively oppose 
those candidates who would destroy our 
mobile home community quality of life.  
They must be exposed and countered or 
confronted wherever possible in candi-
date forums or appearances in public.

     If these lessons are learned and 
implemented, and if mobile homeown-
ers become truly educated voters, they 
can become potent constituent group 
representatives in defense of their own 
quality of life and residential property 
rights.  Combined with other commu-
nity constituencies, they can elect those 
City Council members who will protect 
and advance their interests.  Many mo-
bile home communities currently under 
assault cannot last another two years or 
longer.  The 2012 elections are crucial 
to their survival.  It is incumbent upon 
every mobile home resident of voting 
age to become educated and committed.  
The stakes are too high to not make a 
difference.  

VOTER 
EDUCATION



 Page 10 GSMOL Californian May/June 2012

CONVENTION PHOTOS



 May/June 2012 GSMOL Californian  Page 11

By Tom Lockhart
Publications Committee Chairman

Zone A-1  Region 1
The Milpitas City Council upheld a deci-
sion by the Milpitas Mobile Home Park 
Rental Review Board. 
to deny a rent increase of from 50% to 90% 
at the Friendly Village Mobilehome Es-
tates.
Rents would have gone up to as high as 
$875 per month had the increase request 
been approved.

The Review Board stated there were no 
changes to the amount and quality of ser-
vices provided to the tenants since the last 
rent increase. Also, there were no changes 
in park operation and maintenance costs, 
nor any capital maintenance or rehabilita-
tion work, which warranted the increase 
request.
In addition, the requested new rent of $875 
per month is not comparable to the rents 
for other Milpitas mobile home spaces, and 
the Board decided that the park owner is al-
ready receiving a fair rate of return.

Zone A-1  Region 2
The Arcata City Council approved the re-
habilitation of the Sandpiper Mobile Home 
Park under the City’s low-income housing 
program.
Permits have been received from the State 
Department of Housing and Community 
Development (HCD) and the California 
Coastal Commission.
The City and the park will install modest 
housing units, which will be offered to low-
income fi rst-time home buyers.

Zone D Region 9 
By: Donna Banks, Region 9 Manager
 
New GSMOL Chapter 1211 
Hemet Park Estates has reactivated their 
GSMOL Chapter after a long period of be-
ing inactive.
They will have their fi rst GSMOL meeting 
on 5/7/12 to elect and install the new Chap-
ter Offi cers.
As this Chapter continues to grow, I am 
sure we will see positive changes in their 
park
 
GSMOL Chapter 1154 held their Quarterly 
Meeting on 4/23/12 at their Panorama Cove 
MHP in Hemet. Updates on the current leg-
islation and a question and answer period 
followed the presentation. Chapter Presi-

dent, Bill Dedich, announced their next 
GSMOL meeting would be a Pool Party.
 
Mark Orozco, Candidate for State Assem-
bly, District 42
The Hemet/San Jacinto Coalition of Mo-
bilehome Residents (VMRA) invited State 
Assembly candidate Mark Orozco to dis-
cuss his views on Rent Control and other 
issues facing mobilehome residents at their 
monthly meeting on 4/26/12.  Mark spent 
the full two hours discussing and answer-
ing questions that concern mobilehome 
residents in the Hemet/San Jacinto Com-
munity Parks.
Mark is running for the California State As-
sembly District 42, and has been endorsed 
by the GSMOL Legislative Committee.  
 
Region 9 Sponsored Two Workshops:
A Region 9 Workshop hosted on 2/10/12 
by the Hemet West MHP Estates GSMOL 
Chapter was attended by representatives of 
16 parks from Region 9. 
The Workshop participants represented 
Hemet, San Jacinto, Sun City, Riverside 
and Desert Hot Springs. We again want to 
thank the Hemet GSMOL Chapter Presi-
dent, Larry Graves, for hosting the Work-
shop and providing refreshments for the 
group.
 
On March 9, Hidden Springs Country Club 
MHP in Desert Hot Springs sponsored a 
Region 9 GSMOL Workshop under the 
leadership of Shirley Bales. Tim Sheahan, 
GSMOL VP for Zone D, gave the presenta-
tion and followed with a question and an-
swer period.

Rancho Riverside MHP
GSMOL Chapter 111 President, Jodi Allen, 
and her Board, continue to hold monthly 
meetings and host fund raisers to build up 
their legal fund to defend a forced condo 
conversion attempt by their park own-
er. The next fund raiser is a Spaghetti Din-
ner on May 8. 
  
Country Lakes MHP
The LAFCO Hearing was held on 1/26/12 
in Riverside County to review the annexa-
tion request fi led by the park owner to an-
nex the Country Lakes MHP into the City of 
San Jacinto. The LAFCO Board approved 
the annexation request so the next process 
is a formal vote to be held in the near future.  
If the voters approve the annexation, Coun-
try Lakes MHP residents will forfeit the 
benefi ts of the Riverside County Rent Con-

trol Stabilization Act each time a residence 
is sold and/or changes ownership. Ivan Mc-
Dermott is the GSMOL Chapter President 
and has actively been involved in resisting 
the annexation attempt.
 
Gail Mertz, Associate Manager, Riverside
Gail has been working with the City of Riv-
erside for the past several months to get a 
disclaimer placed on the cover page of all 
park owner leases that states: by signing 
this long term lease, and anything over 12 
months is considered a long-term lease, you 
understand you will be giving up any rent 
control benefi ts offered by the City of Riv-
erside Rent Control Stabilization Act. 
The City of Riverside has drafted an Ordi-
nance covering this Disclaimer, and is in 
the process of notifying all park owners of 
the new Ordinance.  Good work Gail.  
 
Coalition of Hemet MHP’s for Rent Con-
trol
A group of Hemet Parks have formed a co-
alition to review four different rent control 
ordinances in preparation for selecting and 
presenting their choice to the Hemet City 
Council. Currently, the City of Hemet has 
no Rent Control Ordinance. 

An initiative was passed in 1978 approv-
ing a Rent Review Commission Board that 
offers limited protection for Hemet MHP 
residents.  In addition, residents are often 
forced to sign a long-term lease, which ex-
empts them from using the Rent Review 
Commission.  June Darling, GSMOL/HOA 
President from Heather Estates MHP, is the 
Chair of this Coalition.
 
Help Wanted
Region 9 is in need of more GSMOL Asso-
ciate Managers/Volunteers.  If you have 5-6 
hours a week to help with phone calls, help 
organize meetings and answer questions, 
please call Donna Banks at (951) 927-3397.  
We will provide the training/materials and 
help you get started. It is a learning experi-
ence and a fun way to meet and help new 
people. 
 
Miscellaneous News
Sorry to report that our Associate Manager, 
Judy Jahn from Desert Hot Springs, has re-
signed to pursue other interests.  Judy has 
offered to help with fl yer distribution and 
phone calls as time permits. We wish her 
well and will miss her spunky spirit. 

NEWS AROUND THE STATE
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CONVENTION REPORT
GSMOL’S  50TH ANNIVERSARY 
CONVENTION 
The 2012 Biennial Convention was 
a rousing success as we celebrated 
GSMOL’s 50th Anniversary as the 
leader in manufactured homeowner 
rights advocacy in California. Repre-
sentatives from throughout the state 
gathered at the Lion’s Gate Inn in Mc-
Clellan, near Sacramento, to partici-
pate in training seminars, offi cer elec-
tions, exchange of information and 
experiences, and the camaraderie of 
good friends sharing a common pur-
pose, not to mention a delicious Satur-
day night banquet meal.

We were privileged to hear addresses 
from two distinguished guest speakers 
at the banquet. Sally Lieber, former 
State Assemblymember  and soon to 
be State Senator, addressed the mem-
bers on the importance of continuing 
GSMOL’s long record of defending 
manufactured homeowner rights and 
the role the State Legislature plays 
in those efforts. Ishbel Dickens, Ex-
ecutive Director of the Manufactured 
Homeowners Association of America 
(MHOAA), spoke on understand-
ing that manufactured homeowners 
throughout the US are fi ghting the 
same battles we are, and that we must 
always work together, be positive in 
our thinking and optimistic about the 
outcome of our efforts.

A special thank you to the sponsors of 
the Convention: Assembly member 
Norma Torres and US Bank. Their 
very generous support was essential 
to the success of our Convention, and 
we are very appreciative of all their ef-
forts.

A very big recognition and thank you 
to the outstanding organizing job done 
by the members of the Convention 
Committee: Diana Johnson, Norma 
Bohannan, Jerry Bowles, Brian Au-
gusta, Bruce Stanton, Marie Pounders, 
Mary Ann Coleman, Mary Jo Baretich, 
and Craig Hull, under the very capable 
leadership of Committee Chairperson 
Mary Hahn. The Lion’s Gate was the 

perfect location for our event, and its 
facilities more than met all our Con-
vention needs.

In addition, Mary Ann Coleman from 
the GSMOL offi ce did her usual out-
standing job of making sure everyone 
at the Convention had all the infor-
mation they needed to enjoy the pro-
ceedings, answering questions, giving 
directions, and keeping everything 
moving very smoothly. We would be 
lost without her efforts, as we are sure 
everyone knows! She was very ably 
assisted by GSMOL’s newest em-
ployee, Garden Grove Offi ce Manager 
Laurie Gerberding.

Another big thank you goes to all the 
knowledgeable and dedicated people 
who conducted the very well attended 
“Breakout Session” training semi-
nars:

Organizing 101 – Michael Herald 
(Western Law Center on Poverty) 

Coalitions and Allies - Evan Hawkins, 
Mary Jo Baretich, Victor Roy

Building Strong Manufactured 
Home Associations -Ishbel Dickens 
(MHOAA) 

Nuts and Bolts of Successful 
Membership Recruitment - Mary 
Jo Baretich, Anne Anderson, Evan 
Hawkins, Roger McConnell

Skill Building for GSMOL Leaders - 
Marie Pounders, Craig Hull; GSMOL 
LAT 

Grassroots Advocacy - Mardi Brick, 
Brian Augusta; 

Failure to Maintain: Understanding 
Your Rights and Park Owner Re-
sponsibilities - Henry Heater (ELTH 
Law Firm)

Leases vs Month-to-Month Rental 
Agreements - Bruce Stanton 

MRL 101 - Bruce Stanton 

Condo Conversions - Will Constan-
tine.

They made very good use of the Fri-
day afternoon and Saturday morning 
opportunities to pass their extensive 
knowledge on to our members, who 
can then take that information into 
their own parks, cities and counties, 
and use it to promote and defend our 
manufactured homeowner rights. In 
addition, attendees were given numer-
ous printed packages of information 
that will prove very useful in their 
future efforts as GSMOL representa-
tives. This information will also be in-
corporated into the GSMOL website.

Another interesting session in the 
Convention proceedings was listen-
ing to the participants on GSMOL 
Strategic Planner Michael Perri’s The 
GSMOL Story Panel related their ex-
periences as members of GSMOL. 
It was encouraging to hear how they 
have worked with GSMOL to ensure 
their rights and quality of life as manu-
factured home owners.

One of the many highlights of the Sat-
urday evening banquet was the presen-
tation of awards.
We are pleased to announce the win-
ners of the 2012 GSMOL Legacy 
Awards:

 • Ron Faas, Sunnyhills Mobile Com-
munity, Santa Maria
 • J R Rose,  North Valley MHP, Ukiah
 • Jean Crowder, Arabian Villa MHP, 
Clovis
 • Sharon Dana, Huntington Shorecliffs 
MHP, Huntington Beach
 • Donna Banks, Arroyo Fairways 
MHP, Hemet
 • Ken McNutt, Golden Palms ME, 
Sacramento 
 • Karen Bisignano, Mission Del Mag-
nolia MHP, Santee

Congratulations to all of you for these 
very much deserved awards and thank 
you for your signifi cant contributions 
to making GSMOL a far more effec-
tive organization.
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CONVENTION REPORT
GSMOL Exemplary Park 
Owner Recognition Awards

The fi rst annual Exemplary Park Own-
er Recognition Awards were presented 
at the banquet to acknowledge park 
owners who demonstrate outstanding 
concern for the health, safety and well 
being of the manufactured home resi-
dents in their parks. They own, operate 
and maintain their parks in a manner 
that promotes a high quality of life and 
fosters cooperation between owners 
and residents.

Park Owners from throughout the state 
who were nominated for the award 
were selected by a committee of Santa 
Cruz County manufactured home ac-
tivists that included William Neigh-
bors, Chair, County Manufactured 
Home  Commission, Henry Cleveland, 
immediate Past Chair of the Commis-
sion, Carole Harris, GSMOL Region 
10 Associate Manager, Charles Mol-
nar, Senior Legislature Assembly-
man, and Mardi Brick, Awards Com-
mittee Chairperson. 

The Top Award went to: 
Gerald and Bonnie Lund, Owners, 
Shoreline Mobile Estates, Santa Cruz.

In addition, Honorable Mention 
Awards went to:
Richard Kelton, Owner, Otay Lakes 
Lodge MHP, Chula Vista
The Northcote Family, Owners, New 
Frontier MHC, Santee
Peggy Vanderpool and Richard Guth-
rie, Owners, Lost Oak MHP, Atas-
cadero.

The Awards were announced at the 
Convention Banquet by Zone B Vice 
President and Vice Chair of the Com-
mittee, Craig Hull. He acknowledged 
the efforts of Chairperson Mardi Brick 

and Committee member Marie Pound-
ers, Convention Display Chairperson.

Election of Board of Directors 
Offi cers:

We offer our heartiest congratulations 
to the following GSMOL members 
who were elected or appointed to posi-
tions on the Board of Directors:

Zone A VP – Norma Bohannan
Zone C VP – Mary Jo Baretich
VP at Large – Donna Banks
State Treasurer – Jean Crowder
State Secretary – Tom Lockhart

Votes on Proposed GSMOL 
Bylaws Changes:

Nine (9) proposed changes to the 
GSMOL Bylaws were presented at 
the 2012 Convention for consideration 
by the delegates. All nine were unani-
mously approved by acclamation. 

1. Include the new Zone A-1 and Zone 
B-1 Board of Director positions. Mod-
ify the voting requirements to accom-
modate the addition of Zone A-1 and 
Zone B-1, the delegate appointment 
requirements for the Secretary, Trea-
surer and ROP VP, and the election 
requirement for the ROP VP.

2. Defi ne additional ROP VP duties 
and clarify ROP resident’s member-
ship requirements.

3. Modify and reduce Board of Di-
rectors candidate nomination require-
ments.

4. Include the recently formed Pub-
lications Committee as a permanent 
Standing Committee.

5. Include manufactured home resi-

dents as well as manufactured home 
owners in GSMOL’s statement of pur-
pose.

6. Allow the Board of Directors to ap-
point multiple Regional Managers in 
the same Region.

7. Correct several typographical er-
rors. These corrections do not change 
the meaning or intent of any Section of 
the By-Laws.
8. Expands and clarifi es the duties of 
the Treasurer and Secretary.    

9. Creates and defi nes the new Board 
of Directors elected position of Vice-
President at Large. This position was 
created to provide assistance to the 
President in the areas of guidance and 
oversight of GSMOL activities.

All in all, this was a remarkably suc-
cessful and enjoyable Convention to 
mark GSMOL’s 50th Anniversary of 
advocating for the dignity and well 
being of manufactured homeowners 
throughout California, and to start us 
on our way to the next 50!

IN MEMORY OF 
MR. LLOYD LOGAN

Lloyd Logan, previous Zone “A” 
VP, passed away February 5, 2012, 
at Mercy San Juan Hospital. This is 
a great loss to us. 
Lloyd was known for his upbeat, 
cheerful attitude. He seemed to hate 
saying “no” or “it can’t be done”. 
His knowledge of the history of MH 
owner struggles in the northern part 
of the state can never be replaced. 
Lloyd knew the MRL and Title 
25 as well as any attorney. He will 
be greatly missed by everyone in 
GSMOL.
 
Norma Bohannan
GSMOL Zone “A” VP
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