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AB 705 (Stone) 

Mobilehome Park Closures
 

SUMMARY 

This bill ensures that when a mobilehome 
park containing low and moderate income 

housing is converted for a different use, it 
will not result in the unmitigated loss of 
affordable housing.   

 
Furthermore, AB 705 also ensures that if a 

mobilehome park is approved to be 
converted or closed, the displaced 
homeowners will receive compensation to 

allow them to relocate into adequate 
replacement housing in other mobilehome 
parks.  

 
EXISTING LAW 

Current law requires the preservation of low 

income housing supply located in 
mobilehome parks.  

 
Existing law also requires that park owners 
who are converting or closing their parks 

must file a report on the displaced 
homeowners’ ability to find adequate 

housing in other mobilehome parks.  
Additionally, local jurisdictions may require 
park owners to provide mitigation benefits 

to the mobilehome owners that will enable 
them to do so.  
 

NEED FOR THIS BILL 

California is facing a severe housing crisis, 
particularly in its lack of low income home 

ownership opportunities. Mobilehome parks 
often provide a substantial amount of a 

local community’s supply of affordable 
housing. However, they are being converted 
to high-end developments at an accelerating 

and alarming rate. Data from the 
Department of Housing and Community 
Development (HCD) indicate that more than  

15,000 mobilehome spaces were lost over 
the last 20 years. Moreover, most of these  

 

 
spaces contained smaller mobilehomes, 

which provided affordable housing to low, 
very low and extremely low income 

households.  
 
Current law requires the preservation of 

that housing but its enforcement 
mechanisms are vague and confusing, 

which often results in the permanent loss of 
affordable housing for thousands of low 
income mobilehome park residents. 

 
When a park closes, current law requires 
the park owner to provide adequate 

mitigation benefits to the displaced 
mobilehome owners that will enable them to 

find (i.e., obtain and relocate into) adequate 
housing in other mobilehome parks.  If 
spaces are available, then that can be 

accomplished by providing the cost of 
relocating a mobilehome. However, 
sufficient spaces are almost never available, 

so mobilehome owners must be provided 
with benefits which enable them to 

purchase and relocate into mobilehomes 
that are for sale in other parks.  
Unfortunately, current law is vague on the 

extent of the benefits that local jurisdictions 
can require.  This has resulted in only a 

small fraction of displaced homeowners 
receiving sufficient funds to enable them to 
relocate. At the same time, park owners are 

making millions of dollars on the conversion 
of each of their parks, usually into high-end 
townhouses.  

 
SOLUTION 

AB 705 clarifies a local jurisdiction’s power 

to prevent the loss of low income affordable 
housing by requiring a finding of approval 

for the conversion of parks containing low 
income affordable mobile homes so that the 
conversion will not result in an unmitigated 

loss of housing opportunities for low and 
moderate income households.  
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AB 705 also ensures that the displaced 

homeowners will receive adequate relocation 
benefits to enable them to obtain 

replacement mobilehomes by applying the 
reasonable mitigation requirements from 
the California Uniform Relocation Act, to 

mobilehome park conversion and closures, 
which local governments have successfully 
complied with for the past thirty years. 

 
SUPPORT 

Golden State Manufactured Homeowners 

League (GSMOL) SPONSOR 
California Rural Legal Assistance 

Foundation (CRLA) SPONSOR 
Bay Federal Credit Union 
 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Contact: Nicole Hisatomi 

Office of Assemblymember Mark Stone 
(916) 319-2029 
nicole.hisatomi@asm.ca.gov 


