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Homeowners’ “First Amendment” Rights — Part 2
(Updated from an article published in The Californian)

By Bruce Stanton, GSMOL Corporate Counsel

5. Does management have the right to approve the content of a meeting?
Absolutely not, otherwise the park owner could control the content of meetings.
6. Can speakers be invited to meetings?

798.51 (a)(2) protects the right of homeowners to invite any speakers who meet
with them with respect to any issues described in 798.50. This would include
GSMOL leaders, politicians, law enforcement, the District Attorney or the like.

7. Can non-resident guests attend the clubhouse meeting?

Absolutely, but with two possible conditions:

e The park can reasonably require that a person attending the meeting who
is not a speaker be the invited guest of a park resident. This just means that
each non-resident guest should be paired up with a designated sponsoring
resident when the guest arrives at the meeting. Many parks have no such
condition, but where present it is easy to comply with using this method.

e Parking regulations must be adhered to, which means that guests must
park in designated areas. If none are available, the sponsoring resident
would have to allow parking in that resident's carport.



8. Can a rule that prohibits "soliciting" be used to deny a GSMOL meeting?

The answer is "no”; since meetings related to mobilehome issues are not
commercial in nature. Where the organization solicits dues or contributions, they
are typically not commercial in nature. Thus, a GSMOL meeting cannot be denied
based upon the allegation that a non-profit entity such as GSMOL is actually
"commercial" in nature. It is not.

9. Does a homeowner have the right to walk the park and distribute literature
or information, or speak with other homeowners?

This important right is guaranteed in 798.51 (a) (3). Residents may freely walk the
park, talk with their neighbors and distribute written literature. They may also
hand-carry petitions or solicit residents to join organizations such as GSMOL. The
only limitation is where a resident requests that no literature be left on their
space, or that they not be disturbed. In those cases, the wishes of the resident to
be left alone should be honored. But it is the resident, and not management, who
makes this request.

10. Can homeowners use the mail tubes or clips to distribute literature?

The answer depends upon the park's policy. If the mail tubes/clips are installed at
the park owner's expense and are limited solely to park owner-initiated
communications, then as long as all residents and resident groups are equally
prohibited from using them, the rule is probably reasonable. In such cases
canvassing, leafleting, distributing information or knocking on doors should be
used instead. But the park cannot discriminate, and allow only some persons or
entities to use the tubes or clips. If some get to use them, then all should be
allowed to do so.

11. Can a homeowner go to another park where they do not live to speak,
distribute literature or talk with residents?

Absolutely they can. But this requires an invitation from a resident of that park
according to 798.51(a) (2). Thus, at least one park resident needs to make the
invitation and should accompany the guest throughout the park. A park owner



can reasonably prevent someone from showing up in the park uninvited and
moving throughout the park.

Many tools are available which can be used to organize and strengthen
homeowners. GSMOL urges you to read and know your rights, and most
importantly to put them into practice. We support your exercise of these "MRL
First Amendment" freedoms, and you should contact your local GSMOL leader
immediately if any of these rights are bring denied.

This article is Part 2 of a 2-part series produced by the GSMOL Leadership Training
Committee. Articles by Bruce Stanton as well as other experts on mobilehome
matters can be viewed and downloaded on the GSMOL website at
https.//gsmol.org/know-your-mh-rights.

If you have further questions on this topic or want to discuss possible violations of
law in your park related to this topic, please contact your GSMOL go-to person,
who may be a Chapter officer, Associate Manager, Region Manager or Zone Vice
President.

To find your go-to person, see the "Who's Who" page in the Californian magazine,
or look on the Contact page at https://gsmol.org for the link to the Who's Who

page.



